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Upcoming 
Events 
 

May 9-11 

NAPLAN 

May 11-12 

Mother’s Day Stall 

May 15-16 

Grade 4 Excursion-Museum 

May 18 

Grade 1 Excursion– Botanical 
Gardens 

May 25 

Alpha Theatre 

Cross Country 

 

 

 

  

Newsletter: 5/5/2017 
  

Taylors Lakes Primary School  

NEWSLETTER 
“Learning Today For a Better Tomorrow” 

Dear Parents, 

We are in the full swing of term 2. I am very pleased with how focused every-

one is towards their learning and we have a busy time coming up with 

NAPLAN, excursions, incursions and camps all on the agenda in the next 

month or so. 

NAPLAN 

NAPLAN will be taking place next week. The students will complete exams 
in the areas of reading, writing, mathematics, spelling and grammar and punc-
tuation. I know our children are well prepared and will do their best. That is 
all I would ever ask of any student who attends our school. 

Mother’s Day Stall 

Our annual Mother’s Day stall will take place this Thursday and Friday in the 
school library. There will be gifts available to purchase so that all children 
can spoil the special women in their lives. All money raised will go  towards 
the purchase of new laptops for our students. I would like to acknowledge the 
hard work of our fundraising committee who have purchased and prepared 
the gifts and who will  look after the smooth running of the stall. 

Assembly 

Most assemblies will take place indoors in term two due to weather. This 
means that the Grade 4 –6 assembly will begin at 2.20 while the Grade F– 3 
assembly will take place at 2.45. 

Camp Payment 

The Grade 5 and Grade 6 camp are coming up quickly. Can I please ask par-
ents to finalise payment for these camps as soon as possible? It is important 
that we receive payment in a timely manner as we have to pay the camp pro-
viders. 

Flexibuzz 

Our Tiqbiz App is now called Flexibuzz. Please see instructions in our news-
letter on how to switch to Flexibuzz. It is really easy! 

2018 Prep Enrolment 

Our school’s enrolment policy has become much stricter in 2017. We are 
only able to guarantee enrolment to students who live in our Designated 
Neighbourhood Area or who have siblings attending our school. If you 
have a child of Prep age in 2018 please obtain an enrolment pack from 
the school office. We already have 62 enrolments on our books for next 
year. 

Regards Chris 
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2017 Calendar 
Tuesday May 9   NAPLAN Commences 

Thursday May 11   Mother’s Day Stall Commences 

Monday May 15   Grade 4 Excursion to Museum 

Tuesday May 16   Grade 4 Excursion to Museum 

Thursday May 18   Grade 1 Excursion– Botanical Gardens 

Thursday May 25   District Cross Country 

Thursday May 25   Alpha Theatre- Snow Queen 

Monday June 12   Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday June 13-16  Grade 5 Camp Warburton East 

Monday June 19-23  Grade 6 Camp Canberra 

Thursday June 29   Casual Clothes Day- Proceeds Go To World Vision 

Friday June 30   Whole School Sushi Lunch 

 

Monday July 24   Mid-year Reports Sent Home 

Wednesday July 26  Parent Teacher Interviews 

Friday September 15  School Disco 

Thursday September 21  Casual Clothes Day Sports Theme- Proceeds Go To World Vision 

Monday November 6  Curriculum Day (World 4 Kids does not operate on this day) 

Tuesday November 7  Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Monday November 13-15  Grade 4 Camp Phillip Island 

Friday December 8  Movie Night 

Tuesday December 12  Whole School Souvlaki Lunch 

Friday December 15  Casual Clothes Day- Proceeds go to Wishing Tree Appeal 

Wednesday December 20  Grade 6 Big Day Out 

 

 

School Term Dates 
Term One  January 30 to March 31 (2.30 finish on last day) 

Term Two  April 18 to June 30 (2.30 finish on last day) 

Term Three July 17 to September 22 (2.30 finish on last day) 

Term Four  October 9 to December 22 (12.30 finish on last day- to be confirmed) 

 

Child Safe Policies 

Our child safe policies have been passed by school council and can be viewed on our website. 
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TPLS Radio (Media Arts and Digital Technology @ TLPS) 

 

An Historical Perspective. 

As part of our school’s Media Arts and Digital Technologies programs at TLPS, we have been busy setting up some new 
and exciting programs for 2017. At the beginning of this year,  the Honourable  James Merlino (Minister for Education) 
and Chris Sevior (Principal) launched the Victoria Coding/Digital Technologies curriculum for Victoria at TLPS… roll cam-
era. News crews were present and the launch was a wonderful indication of the pro-active stance Mr. Sevior and our 
School Council have towards ensuring our curriculum is dynamic, relevant, forward thinking and caters to our pupils’ full 
potential in a contemporary learning climate.   

 

This means TLPS has addressed the Digital Tech elements from three approaches: 

1. We have launched our CAT Space (coding and robotics) 

2. We have added Coding to our curriculum (in the Lab: Scratch, Python, Raspberry Pi, Arduino and others) 

Digital Media now includes a Digital Audio Workstation (DAW) Recording Studio for the production of audio content us-
ing digital technologies (Logic Pro, Garage Band) in-conjunction with the internet.                      

Progress so far and stages of production: 

Throughout term 1 we were in the pre-production phase. This involved: 

1. Setting up the DAW facility (The Radio Station) is set up for our grade 5 and 6 pupils.  

2. Work with grade 6 (later we include grade 5) pupils to develop program content and format  (information, current 
affairs and interests, narratives, interviews, scripting) at the pre-production stage 

3. Production… after moderating the content pupils go to the studio for recording (using DAW sound editing and musi-
cal arrangement techniques with Logic Pro and Garage Band) 

4. Post-production: Convert file formats to mp3 (we’ll call these ‘sound-bytes') 

5. Upload the sound-bytes to a web page: launched for school community access 

You, the audience locate the web site and enjoy your pupils' productions 

TLPS Radio Launch and Logo Design Competition: 

 

So what now?  

Well, the first set of sound-bytes are only days away from being uploaded to the web-site. Children have been producing 
great material and working at the studio production phase. Their sound-bytes will be uploaded over the next week. Once 
this is achieved, you will all be notified and the web-site address will be published via school newsletter and Flexibuzz.  

 

Then, simply access the site and “click” to listen. As more pupils complete productions their sound-bytes will be added 
to the site. We will then extent the program to our grade 5 pupils. As Ms Mc Carter noted after sampling the first draft 
sound-bytes… “The standard is high”.  

 

Tune-in soon.  
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Information for Parents 

NAPLAN 2017 tests will be held on Tuesday 9th, Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th May. 

NAPLAN is a valuable assessment tool for governments, schools and parents to under-

stand and improve the Literacy and Numeracy outcomes of Australian students. 

NAPLAN provides parents of students in Years 3/5/7/9 with a report on their child’s per-

formance in literacy and numeracy against the national average. Schools and teachers 

use NAPLAN data to improve teaching and learning programs in the classroom. 

Later in the year, you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. 

For more information about NAPLAN, please visit VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au 

Yours Sincerely, 

Chris Sevior 
Principal 
 
 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
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CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS 

FUND (CSEF) 

School camps provide children with inspiring 

experiences in the great outdoors, excursions 

encourage a deeper understanding of how the 

world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline 

and leadership. All are part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government 

to assist eligible families to cover the costs of 

school trips, camps and sporting activities. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or 

are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible 

for CSEF. A special consideration category also 

exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 

allowance is paid to the school to use towards 

expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 

activities for the benefit of your child. 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

$125 per primary school student 

$225 per  secondary school student 

 

Parents are encouraged to apply by 29th February 

so that payments can be received from Mid March. 

Applications strictly close on the 1st June 2017 

No Late application forms will be accepted. 

 

Application forms are available from the school  

office or can be downloaded from: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 

 

 

Kind Regards, 

  

Angela Tona | Business Manager 

Taylors Lakes Primary School 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

